Only when you look carefully at the enormity of the environmental pollution problem do you realize that the present efforts and funds being expended will not turn the turbid tide which has created pollution of our urban environment. Water resources serve as a case in point. Reference is made particularly to the degraded water quality in the metropolitan complexes of America.
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In the past, water either for domestic, industrial or recreational use was not always available but when it was people usually considered it a^free commodity/5 Today, the technology of water transmission and treatment makes quantities of water available at incredibly low costs. However, water for tomorrows5 users will and should have an increasingly higher price tag.
Considerable evidence exists that the attitudes of metropolitan Americans about water resources change very slowly in the absence of a crisis condition. Ineffective planning for floods and droughts are traditional examples. One approach to reduce an increasing spread of water pollution is to be honest with the present student generation. Teachers and other workers with youth must begin to prepare students for the difficulties they face in terms of environmental pollution which will be inherited from us.
Three major points need to be emphasized: 1) Water pollution is the most complex to understand and to combat of all the forms of urban environmental pollution, 2) The cost of water pollution control is the basic reason for the frequency and severity of pollution and 3) If anti-water pollution campaigns are to be waged successfully they must be done on a personal, localized level. The suggestion is made that the youth of America need to become involved with all three of the above considerations if long term water quality improvement can be made.
The He is extracting a benefit from the use of water without paying the full cost of returning his used water to the waterway in the same quality he found it.
Positively stated, a person, industry, or city that is not a polluter is using the resource (air or water for example) and returning it to the system in a similar or improved quality from its previous condition. This action provides for greater use or more users of the water resource. To perform the task of treating waste water is ordinarily a very expensive procedure. It follows then that most persons, industries or municipalities who can use water and return it without incurring extra costs will do so in the absence of public attention or public pressure.
The time is at hand when an informed citizenry should investigate the actual costs of poorly managed water resources. The findings would help determined who should be encouraged to exercise a more equitable stewardship of a waterway which could have a large number of uses and users if managed more effectively. A plea is submitted that youth be encouraged to participate in the study of water polluters, water cost bearers and the subsequent beneficiaries. It is the youth of the land that will turn the tide of polluted waters in the decades ahead. It is the youth of today who will be paying the bill for high quality water tomorrow. If the decision-makers of the future decide they are unwilling to pay the necessary costs for clean water the miracle of our democracy will provide them with an aquatic environment replete with the filth, disutility and squalor that the negligent deserve.
If anti-water pollution campaigns are to be successfully waged (and we suspect they will be) they must be done so at a local level. We must encourage youth not to be complacent about water resources, and not to be stingy in their investments which will enhance the quality of the environment. We desperately need fresh organizational inventions, additional dollars, and new priorities for managing an ingredient of our daily lives that we have taken for granted and falsely assumed to be free.
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